
 

 

August 9, 2021     Lausanne, Switzerland 

Eddy Alvarez (USA) joins elite group of summer and 
winter Olympic medalists 

 
Former Short Track Speed Skater Eddy Alvarez joined a highly selective group on August 7, 2021 
at Tokyo 2020. He was a crucial member of the USA team that won the silver medal in men’s 
baseball, losing to Japan in the final. 
 
Seven years ago, at the Sochi 2014 Olympic Winter Games, Alvarez had helped the USA men’s 
Short Track team to win silver in the 5000m relay.  
 
His double is highly unusual. It means Alvarez enters a club of only six other athletes, including 
only two other Americans, to stand on the podium at both a Summer and Winter Games.  
 
“Just to be that small percentage of that small percentage is nuts,” said the 31-year-old. “It feels 
like déjà vu.” Alvarez competed as a vital infielder and the team’s lead-off hitter as the USA had 
quested for glory.  
 
His team had played brilliantly en route to the final, beating Israel, South Korea, Dominican 
Republic along the way. But they couldn’t quite get past host nation Japan in the final who won 2-0. 
 
Alvarez was disappointed not to get gold, but proud of his achievements. “It’s hard to describe it, 
because it’s like bittersweet, but at the same time, it’s an unbelievable feeling,” he said after the 
final.  
 
Assessing his new neckwear, he said: “It’s just as heavy as the other one. Same color, little 
different design, but it's still an incredible journey, an incredible experience.” 
 
 
The Miami Marlins player, who recently broke into the big leagues of Major League Baseball, also 
had the honor of carrying the flag for USA at the opening ceremony of the Olympics.  
 
“I must say this feels way more than just a personal achievement,” said Alvarez after he was given 
that honor. “The significance runs much deeper. This represents the American Dream. It solidifies 
that the journey was worth all the time and struggle.” 
 
Alvarez added that he had been approached by many Americans in the Olympic Village calling 
him, “the flag bearer guy.” 
 
He was recently interviewed on The Ice Skating Podcast, discussing his unique back story and 
love of Short Track skating. 

Subscribe to the ISU Press Releases and Newsletter to receive the latest information from the ISU. 

About the International Skating Union 
The International Skating Union (ISU), founded in 1892, is the oldest governing international winter sport 
federation and the exclusive international sport federation recognized by the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) administering the sports of Figure Skating (Single & Pair Skating and Ice Dance), Synchronized Skating, 
Speed Skating and Short Track Speed Skating worldwide. The objectives of the ISU are to regulate, govern, 
promote and develop its sports on the basis of friendship and mutual understanding between athletes. 
Currently three ISU disciplines are included in the Olympic Winter Games program (Figure Skating, Speed 
Skating and Short Track Speed Skating). 

http://isu.org/podcast
https://isu.org/media-centre/mailing-lists/newsletter

