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QUICK QUOTES
Ice Dance, Rhythm Dance

Victoria Sinitsina/Nikita Katsalapov (RUS) 2018 Skate Canada & Internationaux de France silver medalists
Katsalapov: it is so cool to be here, Vancouver is mesmerizing. The event organization is great and we were ready. We really enjoyed our skate. Since this is the mid-season, we are improving with each competition. I think there was a mistake we didn’t complete the rotation in the lift. We didn’t get our season best, we saw the type of scores that French (Papadakis/Cizeron) get. We should look up to those scores. So I do not think it worked out that well. Still we think that our skate was decent, at least that is how we feel. We will work towards our best, and we hope that during the Russia Championships we would skate our short dance even better, enjoy the skate and get a different score. We still have room to grow. 

Sinitsina: We were well prepared, we were focused. We took pleasure in performing. 

Kaitlin Hawayek/Jean-Luc Baker (USA) 2018 Four Continents & NHK Trophy Champions
Hawayek: (on starting the season late due to him being injured) Regardless of being the late starter to this season, we’ve come out stronger. The consistency of our program has really improved since our previous season. The Tango Romantica is a tricky beast but we are progressing in general and we are happy with the way things are coming.
 
Baker: We are hoping to put a strong performance (in the Free Dance) like we had today. We are really grateful to be here at our first Final and hoping to make it one of many. We are really taking in this opportunity to be here and trying to learn as much as we can. 

Tiffani Zagorski/Jonathan Guerreiro (RUS) 2018 NHK Trophy silver & Skate America bronze medalists
Zagorski: We did well, - we were a bit nervous during the warm up, but it went away (during the performance). We already made it to the Final, so our goal was to show a good performance.

Guerreiro: We actually missed a few days of training since Tiffany got the flu that was going around in Moscow. So we knew we needed to catch up in training. But overall, after Poland (competition in Warsaw) we didn’t lose our form, and we are happy that we collected ourselves and showed a dignified performance. There were a few rough spots in the program, but overall we are happy with the program. Coming in sixth into the (Grand Prix) final, we knew that our main goal was to show our best - and I believe we achieved that. (on the Free Dance) I believe that, except for the competition in Poland, we were unable to achieve the full potential in the free dance yet. We are still having some difficulties with the free dance. We are hoping that tomorrow we will show off our best skate - and then we will be truly happy.

Alexandra Stepanova/Ivan Bukin (RUS) 2018 European bronze medalists, Rostelecom Cup & Helsinki Champions
Stepanova: We are happy with our performance, our coaches are happy and it was delightful to see their reactions. The crowd is here is amazing, and they welcomed us even during the practice.  We have our free dance which we love, hence we will do our best. It is also the Grand Prix Final. Tomorrow we hope to do even a better job than today.  (on the results) I think that the results is very important, but it is more important to show our maximum. 

Bukin: (on his facial expression at the end of the program) I was overwhelmed with emotions, it was amazing how the audience was supporting our performance. 

Madison Hubbell/Zachary Donohue (USA) 2018 World silver medalists, Skate America & Skate Canada Champions 
Hubbell: We changed a quite bit actually- with the Rhythm Dance, so much of the program is elements so the changes we made even though they were quite drastic they came together relatively quickly. The steps of the Tango stayed the same and lift stayed the same as well. We just love the character and I really connect with this piece and with female vocals so it’s really great to have the very classic song. 

Donohue: We completely changed our free dance around and it will be our first time performing in front of everyone. We’ll just stay and be in the moment. 

Charlene Guignard/Marco Fabbri (ITA) 2018 Skate America & GP Helsinki silver medalists
Guignard: (on the result) We did not expect it, but we feel very happy. We are very happy with the program and we want to skate tomorrow to the best of our abilities as well.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Fabbri: We are still in shock. No, I mean, we are very, very happy. We are a little bit tired because of the jetlag, we are still not used to the local time zone - but tonight I think we performed really, really well. We stepped on the ice and we immediately felt very good. We did a season’s best at the Final, among the best couples in the world - this is something really great for us, so we are really proud and happy. (on heading into the Free Dance) We are excited. I mean, this (result in the Rhythm Dance) is a big charge for the free program. It is always better to be in the top places and to feel excited to perform instead of being in the lower ranks and having to fight to regain a position. We don’t feel the pressure - we feel excited. This was a great motivation for tomorrow’s free dance. Tomorrow, the goal is to skate at our best. I’m not saying that we do not care about the results, but we just want to show the best performance - and (the score) will come to what it will come to.
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