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QUICK QUOTES
Junior Ice Dance, Rhythm Dance

Maria Kazakova/Georgy Reviya (GEO) 2018 JGP Armenian Cup & Czech Skate silver medalists
Reviya: (on being the first Georgian Ice Dance couple to qualify for the ISU Junior Grand Prix Final) We are feeling ok. We had the goal to be here, and we made it here with everyone. With our coaches and federation, we all tried hard to make it here and this is the result. (on cutting his right hand) I cut it during the warm up. It was uncomfortable, because the blood was running down my finger and I could not hold her (Kazakova) properly. This is the first time something like that happened. 

Elizaveta Khudaiberdieva/Nikita Nazarov (RUS) 2018 JGP Bratislava & Czech Skate Champions
Khudaiberdieva: (on competing in their first Junior Final) It is amazing, I am in complete awe. There was some type of nervous excitement, because it is such a big event, there is a big crowd. I was shaking a bit an hour before the performance. But when I stepped on the ice and saw the big crowd, who came to see our performance, it gave me confidence and a push. I became calmer, and so we were able to skate with joy. 

Nazarov: (on the audience) When there is a big crowd, it is much easier to skate because the crowd energizes you and gives you confidence. Surprisingly, the crowd was very supportive.  

Avonley Nguyen/Vadym Kolesnik (USA) 2018 JGP Ljubljana Champions
Kolesnik (on arriving just on Wednesday due to a delay with him getting a visa, having little time to practice and if it affected their performance): Not that much, we were ready. We are here not for training, we are here to compete. It's our first Grand Prix Final. We are glad we got here.

Nguyen: We are happy with our performance from today. We could have done better, but we are proud of what we put out there. We are just happy we got here, because that was our goal at the beginning of the season, to make it to the final.  

Sofia Shevchenko/Igor Eremenko (RUS) 2018 JGP Austria Champions
Shevchenko: It is a high score and this is our record (seasons best). We are very happy. And we deserved it.  
(on Alexandra Stepanova and Ivan Bukin cheering them on) We really happy that they were cheering for us. We are the two ice dance couples (from the training group) who made it here. Even during the warm-up before going on the ice and during the training, we had a feeling of being at home. We had a laugh. Their presence and cheering helped with the nerves. Sasha (Stepanova) was cheering loudly, and since she always cheered for us during the training, I could recognize her voice. It is as if we are home.

Eremenko: (on the difference between this year and last year’s Junior Grand Prix Final) It is very different. The atmosphere is different from Japan. It is very pleasant to participate in Canada the Final. We really like it here.

Marjorie Lajoie/Zachary Lagha (CAN) 2018 JGP Canada Champions
Lajoie: (on achieving a season's best on home ground): Everyone was cheering for us, waving Canadian flags and clapping hands. Seeing that was amazing. 
Lagha: I think we performed well but technically we have done better before. Overall, I think it went okay. (on heading into the Free Dance)  We'll just focus on our performance and do our job well. It is more fun to enjoy the performance so we'll do that tomorrow. 

Arina Ushakova/Maxim Nekrasov (RUS) 2018 JGP Amber Cup & Armenian Cup Champions
Ushakova: (on their score, which is below their season’s best) It was not our best score and honestly I had hoped for more. We felt good in the program, we didn’t notice any errors, but I haven’t seen the protocol yet and can’t really say more. (on heading into the Free Dance being almost tied with Shevchenko/Eremenko) Tomorrow is another day. The main battle will happen tomorrow. We’ll prepare as usual, like for any other competition.
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