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QUICK QUOTES
Ice Dance, Free Dance

Kaitlin Hawayek/Jean-Luc Baker (USA) 2018 Four Continents & NHK Trophy Champions
Hawayek: I think every time we perform this program it’s getting stronger and stronger. I think being our first time at the Grand Prix Final, we were just really looking to put on a performance that we felt like represented our deservingness of being here and I think we did that tonight. And I think that the scores and the levels and everything will come as the season goes on. (on how this sets them up for the U.S. National Championship) I think very strongly. I think we’ve proven to ourselves and proven to our federation that we’ve consistently competed well this season. On top of being here, that’s also a big statement. I think we’re both very optimistic heading into nationals.

Alexandra Stepanova/Ivan Bukin (RUS) 2018 European bronze medalists, Rostelecom Cup & Helsinki Champions
Stepanova: (on their score) We don’t understand by ourselves what happening. Everyone is trying their best, not just us. It means we have to skate much better than everyone, so nobody has any doubts, nor spectators, nor judges. I think yes, we hoped to be a few steps higher, however the Rhythm Dance was pretty good (our coaches were pleased). The level of skating was fairly high, such a small mistake (on the twizzles) shouldn’t have affected the scores, so we still trying to understand. We will review the skate and make conclusions. (on performing their Free Dance) The audience accepted us today from the first move, it was incredibly pleasant. The ice here is simply amazing. 

Bukin: (on their score) Yes, there was a little mishap on the twizzles- they were not parallel, otherwise everything else we tried to do on 100%, just like we practiced, sure enough the score is low, it just means we need to work harder.

Tiffani Zagorski/Jonathan Guerreiro (RUS) 2018 NHK Trophy silver & Skate America bronze medalists
Zagorski: Today when I was skating, I did a few little mistakes, because I was not able to practice the free dance program due to the fact that I was sick. This time I was nervous, and I’m still a little shaken from the performance, but we skated well and we’re not the last couple in the competition, so we’re happy about that.
Guerrieiro: We are only now coming down from the tension of the performance. We were not sure how today’s event was going to play out, because we have not skated for a while (in the free dance), but overall I think we succeeded. We did not think that after our third place in USA, we would actually get into the Grand Prix Final, but we did, and we’re not the last couple in the competition, so our plan was fulfilled. Tiffani is the hero here, because the last time she skated the free dance with me was at the competition in Warsaw. 

Victoria Sinitsina/Nikita Katsalapov (RUS) 2018 Skate Canada & Internationaux de France silver medalists
Sinitsina: I was not nervous this time performing, and that is a new state of mind for me when I don’t feel nervous before the program, and I think that’s a really good thing. This competition was actually a bliss for us, and we really enjoyed it. 

Katsalapov: You have no idea how amazing it feels when you have been preparing all day and walking into it, and performing in front of the audience for those four minutes and in the last ten seconds, feeling that emotional high from the performance. It is great when you have had a clean skate, and you simply try to give everything you’ve got to get to the end and wait for the scores. We want to the audiences all those emotions that we feel during the performance, we will continue training because every time we perform, we better understand the parts of the program that we would need to work on more. That was our season’s best, as our coach as told us, and we believe that we had a strong start of the season, so we’re looking forward to continuing that trend. Next stop is Russian Nationals. Russian Nationals is coming up, and we have one more week of training before the Nationals, so we’ll keep fighting. We want to prove that we’re number one in the country, so we’re not going to say anything right now, we’re just going to show you by doing.

Madison Hubbell/Zachary Donohue (USA) 2018 World silver medalists, Skate America & Skate Canada Champions 
Donohue: (on revamping their Free Dance before the Grand Prix Final) Stressful. I spent the time from as the short dance finished to this morning’s practice, kind of in my head freaking out a little bit. Luckily I’ve got a rock of a partner who was able to bring me back to reality but it’s both stressful and kind of invigorating. There’s a part of you that kind of just needs to just let go and go for it because you have nothing to rely upon. There’s also the adrenaline of it being such a big event that makes you want to fight for everything. It (the program) feels more complete. We’re really telling the story we were trying to tell before.

Hubbell: (on their program). We thought of it as the trailer to the movie; it sums up the tragedy of the story at the beginning to really suck the audience in and then once they are really fully absorbed, we tell them the love story that was behind the tragedy. 

Charlene Guignard/Marco Fabbri (ITA) 2018 Skate America & GP Helsinki silver medalists
Fabbri: We’re feeling great, we just wanted, as we said yesterday, to perform our best, and I think that we succeeded, so we’re very, very happy. It wasn’t easy to skate last today, even it’s a small group, just because of the pressure on ourselves, not because of the results of others. But we’re very happy and proud of how we manage our first important competition. We’re really excited and looking forward to the next event. (on the rest of the season) We have Europeans, and Worlds, so we’re planning to participate in those two competitions apart from Nationals. The goal is to continue improving and to continue showing that we are really there - we’re one of the top competing couples showing it. We showed it at the Grand Prix qualifying competitions, we’re showing it at the Final, so we’ll continue to follow the pattern. 
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