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The battle of the quad kings: Hanyu (JPN) goes for third 

gold as Chen (USA) is ready for the challenge  

Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter Games 

 
Japan’s super star Yuzuru Hanyu wants to go for a third consecutive Olympic gold medal as the Men’s 
event at the Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter Games opens Tuesday with the Short Program at Beijing 
Capital Indoor Gymnasium. With competitors ready for the challenge, it promises to be an exciting event.  
 

The duel: Hanyu vs. Chen     

The battle of the quad kings around Hanyu and three-time World Champion Nathan Chen (USA) is one 
of the most anticipated events in Beijing. Will Hanyu do it one more time? Will Chen beat him like he did 
at the ISU World Championships 2019 and 2021? Or will one of the challengers spoil the party of the 
titans?  
 
Hanyu seems to face an uphill battle. The 27-year-old Skater injured his right ankle last fall and returned 
only in December to competition at the Japanese National Championships – which he won over 2018 
Olympic silver medalist Shoma Uno and teenage sensation Yuma Kagiyama. Hanyu even went for the 
quad Axel. He did not land it successfully, but he proved that he is serious about this jump that nobody 
has yet landed in competition. “I have worked very hard on the quad Axel,” Hanyu said following a 
practice session in Beijing. “I still think, it is difficult, but it is my goal to land it successfully. Also, I do 
think that is it absolutely necessary to get a high placement at these Olympic Games.” 
 
And Hanyu has done it all before. He was injured before the Pyeongchang 2018 Olympic Winter Games, 
did not compete in months and then came out and won his second Olympic title. He also is the first to 
perform a quad loop in competition. The two-time World Champion has won all possible Figure Skating 
titles and aims at making history one more time – with the quad Axel and by equalizing the record of 
Gilles Grafström (SWE), who is the only other man to have taken three Olympic gold medals, but that 
was 94 years ago.  
 
Chen is up for the challenge. Since the 2018 Games, the now 22-year-old athlete has gained experience 
and confidence. He holds the records of the most quadruple jumps performed in one program by landing 
up to five. He also is the first Skater to have performed five different types of quads in competition: Lutz, 
flip, toeloop, Salchow and loop. The six-time U.S. Champion proved during the Beijing’s Team Event 
what he is capable of. He put out a clean Short Program with two quads and scored a personal best of 
111.71 points, just 0.11 points below Hanyu’s record Short Program score. The American posted the 
highest seasons best in international competition with 307.18 points. Hanyu does not have a seasons 
best as he did not compete internationally yet. 
 
Chen went back to successful programs from past seasons for his Olympic quest. He skates to “La 
Boheme” in the Short Program and to “Rocketman” in the Free Skating. 
 
Hanyu has a new Short Program to “Introduction et Rondo Capriccioso” and to the Japanese movie 
soundtrack “Heaven and Earth”.  
 

Challengers on the rise     

While all eyes are on Hanyu and Chen, a group of strong challengers readies for their attack. Yuma 
Kagiyama (JPN) stole the show in the Men’s Free Skating in the Team Event, putting out four quads 
and scoring 208.94 points, the third highest Free Skating score in history behind Chen (224.92) and 
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Hanyu (212.99). Kagiyama proved what he is capable of at the ISU World Championships 2021 when 
he grabbed the silver in his debut and even beat Hanyu. 
 
Uno has come back to form after some ups and downs. He has also impressed in the Team Event with 
a personal best Short Program.  
 
Other contenders want to get to the podium as close as possible: 2022 ISU Four Continents Champion 
Junhwan Cha (KOR), 2020 ISU Four Continents silver medalist Jason Brown (USA), 2022 ISU 
European Champion Mark Kondratiuk (ROC), 2022 European silver medalist Daniel Grassl (ITA), as 
well as the creative Kevin Aymoz (FRA). Two-time ISU World bronze medalist Boyang Jin (CHN) 
struggled in the past seasons but hopes to rise to the occasion on home ice. 2019 World bronze medalist 
Vincent Zhou, who was with Chen on the silver medal winning U.S. Team, is unable to compete as he 
tested positive on COVID-19 as he and U.S. Figure Skating announced. 
 
 
The Men’s Event starts on February 8 with the Short Program and concludes February 10 with the Free 
Skating. 30 Men have been entered for the competition and 24 will reach the Free Skating. 

 

Stay connected with the ISU in Beijing:  

 
ISU Event webpage:   Figure Skating Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter Games  
    Schedule 

  Results    
  General Media Information 
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Skating in Beijing:   Subscribe to our daily Newsletter to get the latest news from the 

Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter Games 

  
  
 
 
Podcast:    The Ice Skating Podcast – Olympic Special Editions 

  
 
 
 

 
What’s next ?    Tuesday, February 8, 2022  
    Men’s Short Program, 09:15 (local time) 
 
 
Social Media:  
  

 

Skating ISU     @isuskating 
 
 
@ISUFigureSkating  / #UpAgain                                                  weibo.com/isuofficial 
 
 
@ISUFigureSkating   

http://www.isuresults.com/bios/isufs00054719.htm
http://www.isuresults.com/bios/isufs00012123.htm
http://www.isuresults.com/bios/isufs00102771.htm
http://www.isuresults.com/bios/isufs00035262.htm
http://www.isuresults.com/bios/isufs00014227.htm
http://www.isuresults.com/bios/isufs00013802.htm
http://www.isuresults.com/bios/isufs00034362.htm
https://www.isu.org/figure-skating/events/olympic-winter-games/fsk-beijing-2022
https://results.isu.org/schedules/OWG2022_ColouredTimeSchedule.pdf
https://results.isu.org/results/season2122/owg2022/
https://www.isu.org/events/eventdetail/12633/33/olympic-winter-games-2022-figure-skating?templateParam=11
https://cloudisu.sharepoint.com/sites/SharedDocs/Media/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSharedDocs%2FMedia%2FISU%20Speed%20Skating%202021%2D22%2FSS%2DOWG%2DBeijing%202022%2FPress%20Packs&p=true
https://cloudisu.sharepoint.com/sites/SharedDocs/Media/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSharedDocs%2FMedia%2FISU%20Speed%20Skating%202021%2D22%2FSS%2DOWG%2DBeijing%202022%2FPress%20Releases&p=true
https://www.isu.org/figure-skating/entries-results/biographies
https://isu.org/media-centre/mailing-lists/newsletter
https://www.isu.org/isu-news/news/145-news/13947-the-ice-skating-podcast-olympic-special-editions?templateParam=15
https://www.youtube.com/user/SkatingISU
https://www.tiktok.com/@isuskating
https://www.instagram.com/isufigureskating/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/upagain/?hl=en
https://weibo.com/isuofficial
https://www.facebook.com/isufigureskating


 
 

 
@ISU_Figure  

 
 

About the International Skating Union 

The International Skating Union (ISU), founded in 1892, is the oldest governing international winter sport federation 
and the exclusive international sport federation recognized by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
administering the sports of Figure Skating (Single & Pair Skating and Ice Dance), Synchronized Skating, Speed 
Skating and Short Track Speed Skating worldwide. The objectives of the ISU are to regulate, govern, promote and 
develop its sports on the basis of friendship and mutual understanding between athletes. Currently three ISU 
disciplines are included in the Olympic Winter Games program (Figure Skating, Speed Skating and Short Track 
Speed Skating). For further information please visit isu.org. 
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